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The Ten Principles of FaithThe Ten Principles of FaithThe Ten Principles of FaithThe Ten Principles of Faith        
(Based on the Ten Principles of Faith from Rabbi Paul Phillip Levertoff)        

We believe in G-d the Father, Creator of Heaven and Earth, the Covenant G-d of Israel, from Whom 
and to Whom are all things. 
 
We believe that G-d, Who spake in sundry times and in divers manners in time past to the fathers 
through the Prophets, Who is from everlasting to everlasting, more wonderful in His perfection than 
all we can ever desire or know, promised to redeem the world from sin and death, and fill it with the 
glory of His light, in and through His Anointed, Who would be a light to lighten the Gentiles and the 
glory of His people Israel. 
 
We believe that in the fullness of time G-d fulfilled His promise, and sent forth His Son, His 
everlasting Word, Yeshua, Who was born, by the power of the Holy Spirit, of the Virgin Mary, of the 
seed of David, and in Him the Word was made Flesh and dwelt among us as the Son of Man, full of 
grace and truth. 
 
 We believe that Yeshua the Messiah, is in very truth the Shekinah, the brightness of the Father’s glory 
and the very impress of His Person, and that He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
 
We believe that He was made unto us wisdom from G-d, and righteousness and sanctification; and 
that by His Life, Death on the Cross, and glorious Resurrection, He has accomplished our 
reconciliation with the Father. 
 
 We believe that when He ascended into Heaven, the Messiah did not leave us comfortless, but, 
according to His promise, has sent us the Paraclete, the Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Father 
through the Son, to be with us, to give us the assurance of forgiveness of sin, an ever clearer 
understanding of Himself, and to lead us into the fullness of truth, which is the more abundant life. 
 
We believe that the Holy Spirit, Who raised up Yeshua from the dead, and Who beareth witness with 
our spirits that we are sons of G-d, will also quicken our mortal bodies in the Resurrection. 
 
We believe that the Assembly of the Messiah is the family of G-d in Heaven and on Earth, the 
Sanctuary of the redeemed, Jews and Gentiles, in which G-d dwells. 
 
We believe that G-d did not cast off His ancient people, but that there is ever in the midst of them a 
remnant elected by Grace. 
 
We believe that it is the will of the L-rd, Who has graciously called us into the number of His 
Covenant people, that we should strive to be His witnesses among Jews and Gentiles, until His 
coming again in Glory.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

The Five Pillars of Sha’arey TzionThe Five Pillars of Sha’arey TzionThe Five Pillars of Sha’arey TzionThe Five Pillars of Sha’arey Tzion    
1. Prayer and worship 
2. Tzadekah 
3. Community 
4. Discipleship 
5. Education 

    
EducationEducationEducationEducation    
Sha’arey Tzion is firmly dedicated to proclaiming the Messiah and His Torah to the Jewish and 
Messianic communities and within the larger body of Messiah. Our goal is to encourage and assist 
families and leadership in education through the study of the Jewish foundations of the Bible. Our 
Jewish lifestyle and heritage are rooted in the belief that Yeshua is Messiah and L-RD of Israel and the 
nations. It is important that we never lose the attitude of a learned. We must always be teachable and 
willing to grow. 
 

Prayer and WorshipPrayer and WorshipPrayer and WorshipPrayer and Worship    
Prayer and worship is an essential component of the body of Sha’arey Tzion. For Jewish followers of 
Messiah Yeshua prayer and worship is not something that happens in synagogue once a week. It is an 
integral part of our everyday life. We believe it is important for followers of Messiah Yeshua to 
continually be reminded of G-D’s presence and relationship with Him throughout the day. In today’s 
fast pace mobile world, most do not see the need for regular prayer. “I pray when I feel the need to”. 
This approach overlooks one of the greatest purposes of prayer. We pray to increase our awareness of 
G-D in our lives and the role He plays in it.  
The most important point that the Sages express in terms of prayer is the need for “kavanah” meaning 
“direction of the heart”. Prayers should be an earnest seeking of a relationship with the creator of the 
universe. Prayer in the form of liturgy, song, recitation of psalms, or unscripted words of expression 
must be filled with our very being.  

    
TzadekahTzadekahTzadekahTzadekah    
Tzadekah in Hebrew means righteousness. By the 1st century the term took on a second meaning, 
“acts of charity”. However, Tzadekah means more than just charity, but justice and fairness. Sha’arey 
Tzion is committed to giving assistance and help to the poor and needy or other worthwhile causes. 
Sha’arey Tzion gives a minimum of 10% of its income to tzadekah, but regularly far exceeds that 
amount. Sha’arey Tzion also gives through supporting various clothing, books, special need items, and 
food drives.  
 
Matthew 25:40 “‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it 
to me.” 
    
CommunitCommunitCommunitCommunityyyy    
Sha’arey Tzion is firmly dedicated to growing and strengthening the community of Messiah in 
Colorado Springs for His glory. We desire not only confession of the truth of G-D’s revealed Word, 



 

 

but to live it out through life to life interaction with each other. Living it out is the truest statement 
of what we really believe. Simply confessing the truth reveals little about who we are; it is only 
through applying the truth in our lives that our faith is demonstrated. James 2:18 “Show me your 
faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”  
The Bible was never meant to be lived in isolation. We are a part of the whole body of Messiah. Many 
of the principles found in the Torah are only fulfilled through community.   
 

DiscipleshipDiscipleshipDiscipleshipDiscipleship    
In Matthew 28, Yeshua the Messiah calls us to go out and “make disciples of all nations”. Within 
many Evangelical circles “making disciples” is associated with confession of sin and faith. This approach 
to discipleship, while on some levels true, fall short of the intended words of the Messiah. Confession 
is only the first step of a disciple. A disciple in 1st century Judaism was deeply commitment to the 
teachings and lifestyle of a teacher. It was a kin to a father and son relationship. In fact a student 
would often refer to his teacher as “father”, being a type of spiritual father. A student would mimic all 
aspects of his teachers life, as he sought how to live Torah in its fullest. Being a disciple of Messiah 
Yeshua means we seek to live as He lived. We model our lives after His own. He is our beloved 
teacher, and yet so much more. Sha’arey Tzion is firmly dedicated the great commission of “making 
disciples of all nations”. 
    
    
OOOOur Congregational Leaderur Congregational Leaderur Congregational Leaderur Congregational Leader    
    

 
 
Our Congregational leader is Reb Jimmy Rittenhouse, who along with his wife, Laurie, and a few 
other families, founded Sha’arey Tzion in 2006. Our first official services were on Rosh Hashanah of 
that year. 
Reb Jimmy has been a follower of Messiah Yeshua since the age of 13. He and his wife Laurie have 
been in the Messianic movement since 1998. They met at Beit Ad-nai Yisrael, a Messianic 
congregation, and were married in July of 2003. In September of 2004 Rebbitzin Laurie gave birth 
to a daughter, Sarah. 
Reb Jimmy has previously served as President and associate leader in the Messianic community of 
Colorado Springs. He received his Bachelors in Messianic and Bible Studies from the Messianic Bible 
Institute Yeshiva in 2004. He is currently working on his Masters in Rabbinical Studies. Reb Jimmy 
also works full time for Focus on the Family, a Christian family support ministry based in Colorado 
Springs. 



 

 

Messianic: What does it mean?Messianic: What does it mean?Messianic: What does it mean?Messianic: What does it mean? 
Within Judaism, a Messianic is one who believes in the coming of the Messiah. Within Christianity, a 
Messianic is one who believes Yeshua (Jesus) is the Messiah. In contemporary usage, the term also 
refers to one who follows a “Biblical” lifestyle, including many of the worship and celebration practices 
of Biblical Judaism into his or her life. Within the Messianic movement the term may refer to either a 
Jewish or Gentile follower of Yeshua. 
 
 
Are Are Are Are MessianicsMessianicsMessianicsMessianics    Jews or Christians?Jews or Christians?Jews or Christians?Jews or Christians?    
A common question asked by those outside of the Messianic circles is “are Messianics Jews or 
Christians”? The answer is yes! It is our belief that Christianity was originally a form of Judaism. 1st 
century Christianity was made up of Jews and Gentile G-D fearers who worshipped the G-D of 
Abraham in a Jewish fashion, honored the Jewish Sabbath, and kept the yearly Jewish festivals, and 
continued to worship at the Temple until its destruction in 70 AD. Though we share some of the 
same theology as modern Christians do in regards to the Messiah, our practices and life style is based 
in Judaism. 
 
Acts 21:19-20 “After greeting them, he related one by one the things that G-d had done among the 
Gentiles through his ministry. And when they heard it, they glorified G-d. And they said to him, 
“You see, brother, how many thousands there are among the Jews of those who have believed. They 
are all zealous for the law.” 
 
 
Are Gentiles Are Gentiles Are Gentiles Are Gentiles welcome at Sha’arey Tzion?welcome at Sha’arey Tzion?welcome at Sha’arey Tzion?welcome at Sha’arey Tzion?    
From the very beginning, there have always been Gentiles numbers amongst the Jews, starting with 
Abraham.  
 
Genesis 17:12 “Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or bought with 
your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring.” 
 
Even at the Passover there were Gentiles who could participate. Not just any Gentiles, but those who 
had joined themselves to believing Israel, and bore the sign of the covenant in their bodies. 
 
Exodus 12:48-19 “If a stranger shall sojourn with you and would keep the Passover to the L-RD, let all 
his males be circumcised. Then he may come near and keep it; he shall be as a native of the land. But 
no uncircumcised person shall eat of it. There shall be one law for the native and for the stranger who 
sojourns among you.” 
 
In the prophets , we see G-D’s calling out to the nations to come to Him. Throught the prophet 
Zechariah, G-D declares the people from all the nations will be gathered unto Himself.  
 
Zechariah 2:10-12 “Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, for behold, I come and I will dwell in your 
midst, declares the L-RD. And many nations shall join themselves to the L-RD in that day, and shall be 



 

 

my people. And I will dwell in your midst, and you shall know that the L-RD of hosts has sent me to 
you. And the L-RD will inherit Judah as his portion in the holy land, and will again choose Jerusalem.” 
 
In the Gospel of John, Yeshua speaks of Himself as the “agent” by which the Father will draw those 
from amongst the nations unto His people Israel. 
 
John 10:16 “And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 
listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.” 
 
Gentile presence within the Messianic community is not only welcomed but a fulfillment of the 
promise plan of G-D that He take from amongst all the nations a people to join Israel as His own. 
 
 

    Why Keep Jewish Tradition?Why Keep Jewish Tradition?Why Keep Jewish Tradition?Why Keep Jewish Tradition?    
Anyone who has seen “Fiddler on the Roof” realizes that, to the Jews, tradition is a serious subject. 
However, the term tradition, In reference to Judaism, is often misunderstood by the outsider. It does 
not mean a quaint custom, as it might in other groups.  
Tradition is a “Mitzvah”! It is a command in Scripture such as keeping the Passover or the Feast of 
Trumpets. These “traditions” are far more than custom, they are acts of obedience. 
Tradition is Halakah! These are the expressed means and guides by which the Spiritual commands 
found in Scripture are carried out. For example Deuteronomy teaches us to attach the Word of G-D 
to the “Doorframes of our houses and our gates”. How do we carry out this command? Do we just 
spiritualize it? If we choose to completely “spiritualize” our relationship with family and friends we will 
quickly find those relationships deteriorating. For example; wedding rings are symbols of the 
covenant bond between husband and wife. They make a statement not only to the married couple, 
but also to those around us. Likewise, we place a “Mezuzah” (parchment of Deuteronomy 6) on the 
door frames of our homes as a reminder that our homes are to be dedicated as holy unto G-D. 
Tradition and its history guide us in a Biblical expression of keeping G-D’s commands. It also helps 
give us a clear historical insight into Scripture, as well as the culture of the people. 
Doesn’t Yeshua rebuke that traditions of the Pharisee’s? Not at all! Instead He rebukes making the 
traditions of men greater than the Word of G-D. We would do well to ask the question“does a 
tradition bring honor to G-D and assist in following the written Word?” I am confident that you will 
find as we do, the vast majority of Halakah tradition has great value and does bring glory to G-D. 
 
 

How Jewish should I be?How Jewish should I be?How Jewish should I be?How Jewish should I be?    
It’s amazing how often this question comes up. It’s not unlike asking “how Christian should I be”. The 
real question is “how orthodox or traditional should I be”? The answer is as much as you are willing to 
be.  
In 1st century Judaism there were three groups of people in the Diaspora synagogue, the Jew, the 
convert, and the G-D Fearer. Those who are Jewish by birth are those who are the descendants of  
Jacob. The convert or Proselyte to Judaism are those who have legally converted to Judaism and are 
considered beholden to the “sign” commands in the same manner the Jewish people are. The third 
group is the G-D Fearer or “ger toshav”. These are gentiles by birth who have left the idolatrous past 



 

 

of their fathers and chosen to worship the G-D of Israel in a Jewish fashion, even taking on many of 
the traditions of the Jewish people, but have chosen not to formally convert to Judaism and take on 
Jewish identity. G-D Fearers were a major part of the Diaspora synagogue. New Testament Jewish 
scholar Mark Nanos believes as many as 80% of the synagogue makeup outside of Israel were G-D 
Fearers. Because they had not taken on legal Jewish identity they were not beholden to the sign 
commands. Instead the Apostles of Yeshua invited Christian G-D Fearers to partake in the rich 
heritage of Israel as much as they were able to, including the sign commands. 
    
    

What are the Sign commands?What are the Sign commands?What are the Sign commands?What are the Sign commands?    
The sign commands are those commands that are associated with Jewish identity. They are given to 
the Jewish people as a sign of the eternal plan of G-D for the offspring of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
These include mezuzah, tzitzit, tefillin, and the annual Biblical festivals. In no way are these 
commands restricted only to those who are Jewish, either by birth or by conversion. It is however 
important to remember that these commands are given firstly and foremostly to the Jewish people. 
G-D Fearing Christians would do well to embrace the sign commands as they are desire of G-D’s 
heart, but they should be done fully within a Jewish context.  
 
Isaiah 56:6-8 “And the foreigners who join themselves to the L-RD, to minister to him, to love the 
name of the L-RD, and to be his servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, 
and holds fast my covenant— these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my 
house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house 
shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples.” The L-rd G-D, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, 
declares, “I will gather yet others to him besides those already gathered.” 
 
 

What What What What aboutaboutaboutabout    SpirSpirSpirSpiritual Gifts?itual Gifts?itual Gifts?itual Gifts?    
We fully acknowledge that the days of the outpouring of the Spirit on the books of Acts have not 
ended and that the infilling of the Holy Spirit is available for believers in the Messiah today. But we 
also recognize the vast abuse of liberty many have taken with “signs and wonders” gifts. Our desire is 
to be a Messiah centered Torah pursuant Jewish congregation that fully participates in the 
manifestation of the Spirit of G-D through the legitimate, G-D powered “Bat Kol” (Voice of G-D), as 
our fathers did in the book of Acts. We seek to return to the Scriptures for guidance and direction 
concerning the public manifestations of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Prophecy, or Words of Wisdom, should written down, whether they are for an individual or the 
entire congregation. They should be tested by the synagogue leadership before being delivered to the 
congregation. And If proven proven true should be followed. 
 
Habakkuk 2:2 “And the L-RD answered me: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so he may run 
who reads it.” 
 
I John 4:1 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from G-d, 
for many false prophets have gone out into the world.” 



 

 

What does it mean to eat What does it mean to eat What does it mean to eat What does it mean to eat Kosher?Kosher?Kosher?Kosher? 
The Dietary Laws are often defined by one word, “Kosher”. These are the Laws found in the Bible that 
are concerned with the types of foods that are permissible to eat and the process of how they are to be 
prepared and stored.  
Kosher means a lot more than not eating pork or shell fish, it is a true discipline for a healthy Biblical 
lifestyle. 
Rabbinical Kosher refers to keeping Kosher standards according to strict Orthodox Jewish teaching. In 
Orthodox homes, meat and dairy foods are never served at the same time, since such a meal would 
violate Talmudic teaching. A Proper Rabbinical Kosher home requires two sets of pots and pans, as 
well as no less than four sets of dishes. 
Biblical Kosher speaks to a simple Biblical diet found in Leviticus 14. These commands include 
refraining from unclean animals such as swine, shellfish, scavenger birds, many types of fish, and most 
insects. Biblical standards also forbid eating blood from any clean animal, one that has diet on its own 
or has been strangled. 
 
Doesn’t the Gospel of Mark teach us that Yeshua declare all foods clean? 
Yes; but this had nothing to do with declaring foods that were previously unclean clean. Yeshua’s 
declaration had to do with the Pharisaical teaching that clean food touched with unclean hands 
brought contamination to the food.  
 
What about Peter’s vision in Acts 10? 
We often misread the message G-D gave the Apostle Peter as G-D declaring all things clean to eat. 
Instead we should read it as G-D calling Peter to distinguish between clean and unclean. Peter gives us 
the meaning of his vision in Acts 10. 
 
Acts 10:28 “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit anyone of 
another nation, but G-d has shown me that I should not call any person common or unclean.” 
 
A Gentile like Cornelius, though G-D Fearing, was considered unclean by 1st century Jewish standards. 
G-D was sending a message to the Apostle that He did not consider G-D Fearing Gentiles unclean. 
 
 

Why aren’t offerings taken up in the service?Why aren’t offerings taken up in the service?Why aren’t offerings taken up in the service?Why aren’t offerings taken up in the service?    
As a historical practice, Jews do not take up an offering as part of their services. Even though the 
practice of giving to the store house of G-D is a commandment, it must be performed in a truly 
voluntary fashion. A “Pushkah” or “poor box” is placed in the back of the sanctuary for this purpose. 
One can place their tithes or offerings into the Pushkah, or mail them to the synagogue office. 
Secondly, handling money on the Sabbath is seen by many orthodox and conservative Jews as relating 
to buying and selling, thus forbidden work. For those who choose the more stringent tradition they 
may write a check during the week and send it to the synagogue office. 
 
II Corinthians 9:6-7 “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for G-d loves a cheerful giver.” 



 

 

Why do men wear Prayer Shawls?Why do men wear Prayer Shawls?Why do men wear Prayer Shawls?Why do men wear Prayer Shawls?    
The Prayer Shawl, also known as a “Tallit”, dates back to the time of giving of the Torah to Moses. The 
book of Numbers (15) tells us about the four cornered garment and the four tassels (tzitzit). Young 
Jewish men and G-D fearers traditionally begin to wear the Prayer Shawl at the age of 13 at their Bar 
Mitzvah. Prior, they wear only the daily under garment style Tallit.  
The Tallit is a reminder that represents the written Word of G-D. When a young man wears a Tallit he 
is showing himself to be under the authority of G-D’s Torah. The most significant part of the Tallit is 
the tzitzit on the four corners. The five knots on each tzitzit represent the five books of Moses. The 
wrappings represent the 613 commandments found in the Torah of Moses. 
    
    

Why do some tzitzitWhy do some tzitzitWhy do some tzitzitWhy do some tzitzit    have have have have a a a a blue blue blue blue chord andchord andchord andchord and    some only white?some only white?some only white?some only white?    
Most English translations of Numbers 15 teach us to place a chord of blue in the zitzit. The Hebrew 
uses the term “techelet”, referencing not a specific color but color source. The color source was lost to 
the Jewish world after the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD, only to have been recently discovered 
in our own generation. The re-inclusion of the techelet has been a slow process.  
 
 

When are Tallits to be worn?When are Tallits to be worn?When are Tallits to be worn?When are Tallits to be worn?    
The Tallit is worn by Jewish and G-D Fearing men for the morning and afternoon prayer services. It 
may also be worn by those men who are leading the evening service, such as the Cantor and the 
Spiritual Leader. The only exception to the rule is during Yom Kippur and Tish B’av, when the services 
start before sunset.  
 

Do I nDo I nDo I nDo I need to wear a Kippah?eed to wear a Kippah?eed to wear a Kippah?eed to wear a Kippah?    
Wearing a kippah or yarmulke (Yiddish) by Jewish and G-D Fearing men is a choice. The only time 
we ask a man to wear a kippah is when he ascends the Bimah to a part of the service. Covering ones 
head in the present of an authority figure is a sign of respect and humility. Consequently many 
choose to wear a kippah at all times. The significance is that it reminds us that G-D is always above us, 
watching over us, and is our authority. The kippah also reminds us that we are called to be a nation of 
priests, and we are ever to be in the service of G-D as His representatives before man. Wearing a 
kippah makes a bold statement, and obligates the wearer to live up to a certain standard of behavior. 
It makes us think twice before cutting in line at the bank, or berating an incompetent waiter. Wearing 
a kippah makes one a Torah ambassador and reflects on all Jews. The actions of someone wearing a 
kippah can create a Kiddush Hashem (sanctification of G-d's name) or conversely a Chillul Hashem 
(desecration of His name). 
 
 

Why do women cover their Why do women cover their Why do women cover their Why do women cover their headsheadsheadsheads????    
In Middle Eastern culture, from Biblical times to the present, it has been customary for women to 
appear in public only with their heads covered. Again, it is a sign of respect. Orthodox and Messianic 
women often choose to cover their hair during synagogue service out of respect for G-D and to 
approach Him in worship with humility.  



 

 

    

Why do MessianicWhy do MessianicWhy do MessianicWhy do Messianicssss    dance as a part of their worship service?dance as a part of their worship service?dance as a part of their worship service?dance as a part of their worship service?    
Dance within the context of worship is only permitted in some orthodox and Messianic synagogues. 
The orthodox, however, dance only in home celebrations and during Simcha Torah. In Israel, some 
groups gather together in the streets on their way to synagogue, and dance as a way of welcoming the 
Sabbath. But within the context of service, only Messianic see dance as an expression of worship.  It 
has not always been that way. In the time of King David and the 1st Temple period, dance was an 
expression of worship by both men and women. Many Messianic synagogues are attempting to bring 
back this age old form of worship.  
The Lubavitchers are an exception to the rule, as they have re-instituted music and dance in their 
worship services. Their worship services in some ways have the characteristics of a Christian Pentecostal 
service. 
 
 

Why is there a hyphen in GWhy is there a hyphen in GWhy is there a hyphen in GWhy is there a hyphen in G----D?D?D?D?    
Out of respect! Jewish tradition teaches that the command not to take the name of G-D in vain 
means not to use His name casually. Most English Bible translations will substitute and capitalize 
LORD for the same reason. Orthodox Jews take this a step further by not printing even a speakable 
name in its entirety. The addition of the hyphen in place of a vowel ensures the acceptance of the 
shortened usable form in printing, conversation, and song. Some ultra orthodox Jews substitute the 
Hebrew title Hashem (meaning “the Name”) instead of a hyphen. In sacred books such as a Bible or 
Prayer Book, the speakable names of G-D are spelled out. 
 
 

Why refer to Jesus as Yeshua?Why refer to Jesus as Yeshua?Why refer to Jesus as Yeshua?Why refer to Jesus as Yeshua?    
Yeshua is the shortened Aramaic form of the Hebrew name Yahoshua (Joshua), meaning G-D is my 
salvation. When transliterated into Greek, Yeshua becomes Iesous. Iesous is than transliterated into 
English as Jesus. Neither is wrong and we respect and honor the name Jesus, but Yeshua is the name 
given to Him by His mother as directed by the Angel Gabriel.  
 
 

Why do we recite the Shema?Why do we recite the Shema?Why do we recite the Shema?Why do we recite the Shema?    
The Shema is a proclamation of faith and a prayer. For many, it is the first step for G-D Fearers in 
learning Torah, as the Shema defines the relationship between the believer, the Jewish people, and the 
G-D of Israel. It is also the first prayer a Jewish child learns. For Messianics it is the first clear thought 
in the morning and the last before retiring at night.  
It is the practice of most Jews and G-D fearers to face Jerusalem when reciting the Shema as a 
reminder of the holy Temple. There is also the idea that when facing Jerusalem one may receive a 
glimpse of the Messiah when He returns to Jerusalem. Finally when facing Jerusalem we remember 
where our home is.  
It is also custom to cover one’s eyes when reciting the Shema as a reminder, though we may not see 
Him, He is real and continually with us. 
 
 



 

 

Why touch the Torah scroll as it passes?Why touch the Torah scroll as it passes?Why touch the Torah scroll as it passes?Why touch the Torah scroll as it passes?    
Though the Torah itself is not touched directly, its covering is often touched as it is carried amongst 
the people of G-D. Many avoid directly touching even the Torah cover and will touch it with their 
prayer shawl, head covering, Bible, or Prayer book. The touching is often followed by kissing the 
object that made contact with the Torah cover. This is often confused with worship. Instead it should 
be seen acts of honor and devotion to G-D’s Word. It is not unlike the honor that is shown towards 
the US flag. It is not the flag itself that is the object of honor, but what the flag represents. Likewise, 
we do not worship the scroll, but the One who spoke the Words on the scroll. 
 
 

Is the Kaddish Is the Kaddish Is the Kaddish Is the Kaddish a prayer for the dead?a prayer for the dead?a prayer for the dead?a prayer for the dead?    
The Kaddish is one of the most misunderstood prayers in Judaism. Many believe it to be a prayer for 
the dead. Rather, it is a proclamation of the living. It is a prayer of hope for the Messianic Kingdom. It 
speaks of man’s need to express his faith in the promise of G-D during the most difficult trials and 
troubles. It may best be summed up in Proverbs 3 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the L-RD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In 
all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” 
 
 

What is the Amidah?What is the Amidah?What is the Amidah?What is the Amidah?    
The Amidah is one of the oldest of the liturgical prayers, dating to the time of the Men of the Great 
Assembly, after the Babylonian exile. It is the central prayer for all synagogue services. The weekday 
Amidah consists of 18 prayers, while the Sabbath and festival Amidah is shortened. The words of these 
prayers would have been recited at least 3 times per day by Yeshua, His Disciples, and the early 
Christians. The prayer is traditionally said standing, facing Jerusalem, with both feet together, as 
reflected in Ezekiel’s vision of the angels of G-d in Ezekiel 1:7. One would do well to use the Amidah 
as a spring board to personal petition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Glossary of TermsGlossary of TermsGlossary of TermsGlossary of Terms    
 
Ad-nai: Hebrew word for L-RD. 
 
Aliyah: To go up. Can be used to reference one who has come up to read from the Bible or one who has 
become an Israeli citizen. 
 
Ark: The cabinet that holds the Torah scroll. 
 
Aaronic Blessing: Biblical blessing pronounced at the close of Sabbath services, from Numbers 6. IT is also 
pronounced by the father upon his children regularly. 
 
Baruch: Blessed. 
 
Bima: Platform area or table designed for the reading of the Torah. 
 
Brit Chadasha: The Renewed Covenant 
 
Brit Milah: Circumcision 
 
B’sora Tov: The Good News 
 
Challah: Braided bread of the Sabbath. The two loaves symbolize the double portion of mannah which fell on 
the day before the Sabbath. 
 
Chumash: Jewish study book of the weekly Torah portion with rabbinical commentary. 
 
Chupah: Canopy used for Jewish ceremonies that represent the Tabernacle or Word of G-D.  
 
Day of Atonement: Biblically mandated fast day commemorating the annual Day of Judgment.  
 
Daven: Yiddish for praying. 
 
Erev: Evening. 
 
First Fruits: Spring harvest celebration the day after the Sabbath of Passover.  
 
First Fruits of Zion: Messianic teaching Ministry. 
 
Haftorah: Books of the Prophets in the Bible. 
 
Haggadah: The order of Passover; meaning “telling”. 
 
Halachah: Rabbinical instruction on how to meet the requirements of the Torah. Meaning “walk”. 
 
Hanukkah: The Festival of Lights. 
 
Hannakiah: A type of 9 branch Menorah used during Hanukkah. 
 



 

 

Chavurah: A gathering of fellowship. 
 
Havdalah: Ceremony that ends that Sabbaths. Meaning “separation”. 
 
Kabbalah: Jewish Mysticism. 
 
Kaddosh: Holy. 
 
Kiddush: Blessing over wine or grape juice on the Sabbath. 
 
Kippa: Head covering worn by men to symbolize man’s awareness and respect for G-D’s presence.  
 
Kosher: That which is acceptable. Often associated with editable. 
 
Magen David: Shield or Star of David. 
 
Mashiach: Hebrew term for Messiah. 
 
Mezuzha: Small vessel attached to the door frame of a Jewish home. 
 
Midrash: A Jewish method of interpretation of the Bible. 
 
Midrash Rabbah: Midrashic commentary on the Torah. 
 
Mikvah: Ritual pool used for baptism. 
 
Minyan: The minimum number of men (or women) that constitutes a congregation. 
 
Mishnah: The Oral Law. 
 
Mishpachah: Extended family. 
 
Mitzvah: Commandment or good deed. 
 
Niva’im: Prophet. 
 
Ner Tamid: “Eternal light” found over the ark. 
 
Olam Habah: The World to Come, Heaven! 
 
Oneg: Delight. A time of sharing a meal together. 
 
Pesach: Passover. 
 
Pushkah: A poor box. 
 
Rabbi or Rav: A term of endearment for the leader of a synagogue, who has received a traditional Jewish 
ordination. 
 



 

 

Reb or Rebbe: A term of endearment for a Bible teacher. 
 
Rosh Hashanah: The Feast of Trumpets. 
 
Ruach Hakodesh: Holy Spirit. 
 
Seder: Passover meal. 
 
Shacharit: Morning prayer service. 
 
Shammash: Servant. 
 
Shaul: The Apostle Paul of Tarsus. 
 
Shevout: Biblical harvest festival. Also known as Pentecost. 
 
Shulchan Aruk: Code of Jewish Law. 
 
Siddur: Prayer Book. 
 
Simcha: Joy 
 
Sukkot: Feats of Tabernacles. 
 
Tallit: Prayer shawl or under garment that hold the tzitzit. 
 
Talmud: The Oral Law and commentary. 
 
Tanach: The Old Testament Bible. 
 
Tefillin: Prayer boxes attached to the worshippers head and arm. 
 
Tefillah: Prayer. 
 
Teshuvah: To repent or turn back. 
 
Torah: The five books of Moses.  
 
Tzitzit: The fringes of the Tallit. 
 
Tzadekah: Righteousness or charity. 
 
UMJC: Union of Messianic Jewish Congregations. 
 
Yad: The pointed used by the Torah reader. Meaning hand. 
 
Yeshivah: A Jewish school of theology. 
 
Yeshua: Jesus. 



 

 

Basic Basic Basic Basic Synagogue EtiquetteSynagogue EtiquetteSynagogue EtiquetteSynagogue Etiquette    

Please turn off or mute all cell phones or other electronic items that may disrupt the service. 

We ask that all men who are called upon to be a part of the Prayer Service wear a kippah and a tallit. 

We ask that women refrain from wearing a tallit or kippah to community events. 

For the sake of fellowship we ask that any food brought to a Community event be either dairy or 
parve, unless otherwise stated. 

We ask that all dress be of a modest nature (including neck and hem lines). 

For modesty's sake, women who are worshipping through dance should wear neither form-fitting 
slacks nor dress, and the dress should extend below the knee. 

We ask that men and women wear gender appropriate attire. 

Young children and babies are a great joy and are always welcome. If a child is in deep distress, a 
nursery is available for the family's use. 

We ask that young children sit with a parent or supervising adult until Shabbat School begins. 

If adults are easily distracted by young children and their natural noises, they may be more 
comfortable sitting in the front of the room. This leaves the rear of the Sanctuary for mothers, 
young children and babies to use. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday Morning Shabbat Service 10:30 AM 
Tuesday evening Bible Study 6:30 PM 

 
(Fellowship Bible Church) 
5590 N. Nevada Ave 

Colorado Springs, CO  80918 


